
FONIE Phase 2 - 6th meeting

FONIE & OPTIMAT 

Joint network meeting



Surface technology
• Cross-sectional technology(ies) across all sectors
• Europe continues to be a hub for coating 

innovations

The challenges
→ Rising commodity prices
→ Growing demand for performance and sustainability 

of technical solutions
→ New applications, e.g. in the context of the energy 

transition
→ New regulations, e.g. REACH, PFAS ban
→ Shortage of skilled labour
→ High diversity and very diverse fields of application 

make the industry difficult to grasp

FONIE - Functional surfaces for sustainable 

industry and energy applications
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FONIE
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PHASE 1
 12 months

PHASE 2
 24 months

90 %
Funding quota

EurA

Year 1

70 %
Funding quota

EurA

2nd year

50 %
Funding quota

EurA

CONSTRUCTION PHASE
• Building and expanding the 

network with partners
• Roadmap for R&D projects
• Concept for public 

relations

REALISATION PHASE
• Realisation of R&D projects
• Expansion of the roadmap
• Marketing activities for the 

network and project results

Development and marketing of innovative products, processes or services in a 
technologically orientated network or along a value chain.

01.06.202401.05.2023 31.05.2026

REPLACEMENT
Potential 
Phase 3

(no longer funded)

We are here!



Statistics
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Type Authorised
(partial 

applications)

Submitted
(partial 

applications)

In planning

Forschungszulage 6

ZIM 2 (6) 1 (1)

Miscellaneous 2 2

EUR 1.51 million in grants approved
EUR 0.91 million in grants outstanding

Beyond that:
• 6 network meetings, three of them on site
• 2 working group meetings (wear protection, copper induction)
• 11 corporate partners, 5 research institutions



New partners: FONIE
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Black Capture UG
Development of ceramic membranes 
for CO2 separation

Young start-up, founded in 2023

Application to the GrüneGründungen.NRW 
programme

Offers: 
• Reduction of CO2 emissions from 

industrial plant exhaust gases

Interested in: 
• Pilot partners for industrial CO2 capture
• CO utilisation2

• Partners for ceramic carriers 
• Production furnace technology
 

AMTAS GmbH
Testing of materials under extreme 
thermodynamic conditions (rocket tests)

Young start-up, founded in 2023

Planned application SparkFunding and ESA BIC NRW

Offers:
• Material testing under high thermal loads
• Evaluation of battery housings and insulation 

materials
• Development of customisable test methods
• Advice on optimising material solutions

Interested in:
• Participation in funding programmes for the 

further development of test procedures



Phase 2: Overview of network partners
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RESEARCH FACILITIESCOMPANY



Marketing: Surface Campus / LinkedIn
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Development of a (LinkedIn) platform for surface 
technology

→ Broadly diversified industry
→ Different application areas can learn from each other
→ As Basis for a continuation concept beyond phase 2

Advantages: 
• Exchange even after the network has expired
• Larger pool of contacts for partners
• Greater visibility in the long-term for partners



ZIM - new guideline 2025 

www.eura-ag.com
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Topic Old New

Project costs

Individual projects 550.000€ 690.000 €

Co-operation projects 450.000€ 560.000 €

Research organisations 220.000€ 280.000 €

Maximum funding 

amount
2.300.000€ 3.000.000 €

Flat-rate overheads max. 100 %

Authorisations per 12 months 2

Funding quotas 25-60%

Maximum 

gross salary 

to be 

recognised

Per person and year 120.000€ 150.000 €

Costs for 

orders to third 

parties

Share of direct labour 

costs
25% 35 %

In addition: 

Feasibility studies more attractive
• De minimis funding (simpler, and also possible in 

strained economic situations)
• Duration increased from 8 to 12 months and a 

slightly higher level of funding

Services for the market launch of attractive
• Possible up to 18 months after project 

completion (previously 12)
• 100,000 € max. costs (previously € 60,000)
• Continued 50% subsidy rate

Research allowance more attractive (Growth 
Opportunities Act, deadline 27/03/2024)
• 35% Personnel costs
• 24.5% Subcontracts
• Assets depreciable for the first time
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Next steps



Marketing: 

• LinkedIn: Interested in company presentation? Interviews?

• Trade fair visit?

Format of the next network meeting

Other formats: Tech Talk, Networking-outside-the-box

Use the network!

• Practical problems of the partners can be discussed: it gets 

interesting when something doesn't work!

• Keynote speeches by partners

• Keynote speeches on relevant topics 

Project drafts

Feedback, minutes, distribution list

Next steps

www.eura-ag.com
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